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Travel

T
H
E
reaction

w
as

alw
ays

th
e
sam

e
w
h
en

I
told

frien
ds
w
e
w
ere

off
to
th
e
L
akes.

“In
w
in
ter?”

th
ey’d

ask
in
credu

lou
sly,before

th
e

in
evitable

jokes
abou

t
th
erm

al
u
n
derw

ear.
W
ell
yes,in

w
in
ter.A

fter
all,

th
e
h
igh

season
crow

ds
h
aven

’t
yet

h
it,th

e
w
eath

er
can

be
pin
-sh
arp

an
d
gloriou

s
an
d

th
ere’s

n
ow
h
ere

better
to
blow

off
th
ose

season
al
blu
es.

O
f
cou

rse
it
h
elps

if
you

’re
stayin

g
som

ew
h
ere

like
th
e

L
akeside

H
otel,a

lu
xu
ry

h
ideaw

ay
on
th
e
sou

th
ern

sh
ores

of
L
ake

W
in
derm

ere.
O
rigin

ally
a
17th

cen
tu
ry

coach
in
g
h
ou
se,th

e
h
otel

h
as

adapted
over

th
e
years

to
offer

cou
n
try-h

ou
se
style

fou
r
star

accom
m
odation

com
plete

w
ith

top
n
otch

restau
ran

t,fabu
lou
s

spa
an
d
th
e
sort

of
log

fires
you

see
in
m
agazin

es.
B
u
t
don

’t
be
pu
t
off
by
th
at

cou
n
try

h
ou
se
tag.

T
h
is
isn
’t
on
e
of
th
ose

places
th
at
m
ake

you
feel

u
n
com

fortable.It’s
elegan

t
an
d

su
m
ptu
ou
sly

decorated
bu
t

frien
dly

w
ith

staff
w
h
o
go
ou
t
of

th
eir

w
ay
to
en
su
re
a
h
om
e
from

h
om
e
feel.

C
ru
cially,th

ey
like

k
ids

so
m
u
m
an
d
dad

can
en
joy

bein
g

pam
pered

safe
in
th
e
k
n
ow
ledge

th
at
th
e
ch
ildren

w
ill
be
m
ade

as
w
elcom

e
as
th
ey
are.

W
e
arrived

late
on
e
F
riday

an
d,despite

bein
g
bu
sy,th

e
porter

h
elpin

g
u
s
w
ith

th
e
bags

took
th
e
tim

e
to
sh
ow

u
s
th
e

con
stellation

s
of
th
e
n
igh
t
stars,

spread
ou
t
like

diam
on
ds
across

th
e
w
in
ter

sk
y.

A
n
d
w
h
en
h
e
realised

th
e

10-year-old’s
teddy

h
ad
com

e
too,

h
e
gave

h
im
pride

of
place

on
th
e

lu
ggage

trolley.B
oth

n
ice

tou
ch
es
th
at
said

m
ore

th
an
an
y

glossy
broch

u
re
cou

ld.
W
e
stayed

in
a
fam

ily
su
ite

w
h
ich

featu
red

a
big

m
ain

livin
g

area,a
vast

dou
ble

bed,squ
ash

y
sofa

an
d
tv
w
ith

a
secon

d
sm
aller

bedroom
off
to
on
e
side

con
tain

in
g
bu
n
k
beds.

O
u
r
im
m
acu

late
bath

room
cam

e
w
ith

flu
ffy
tow

els,su
perb

h
ot
sh
ow
er
an
d
a
yellow

ru
bber

du
ck
w
h
o
w
e
C
h
risten

ed
D
on
ald

–
m
ore

of
w
h
ich

later.
W
e
m
an
aged

a
qu
ick

drin
k
at

th
e
bar,all

w
ood

pan
ellin

g
an
d

w
ith

th
e
origin

al
cobbled

floor
cleverly

revealed,before
retirin

g
to
crisp

E
gyptian

cotton
sh
eets

an
d
an
early

n
igh
t.

“S
o
w
h
ere’s

th
e
lake?”

dem
an
ded

m
y
dau

gh
ter

as
w
e
set

off
to
break

fast
th
e
n
ext

m
orn

in
g.H

er
an
sw
er
cam

e
as

w
e
descen

ded
th
e
sw
eepin

g
staircase

an
d
looked

ou
t
of
a

h
u
ge
w
in
dow

directly
on
to

W
in
derm

ere,glazed
w
ith

ice
an
d

breath
tak
in
gly

beau
tifu

l.
W
e
cou

ldn
’t
h
ave

been
an
y

n
earer

th
e
w
ater

if
w
e
tried

an
d

after
a
spectacu

lar
break

fast
–

C
u
m
berlan

d
sau

sage,w
h
at
else?

–
w
e
strolled

ou
t
in
to
th
e

garden
s
an
d
on
to
th
e
h
otel’s

jetty
to
take

in
th
e
stu
n
n
in
g
view

.
T
h
e
h
otel’s

location
isn
’t
ideal

ju
st
becau

se
of
th
e
n
atu
ral

su
rrou

n
din
gs,th

ou
gh
.A
ston

e’s
th
row

aw
ay
is
th
e
L
akes

A
qu
ariu

m
–
an
ideal

aftern
oon

ou
t
if
th
e
w
eath

er
tu
rn
s.

W
in
derm

ere
lake

cru
ises

also
depart

from
directly

ou
tside

th
e

h
otel

w
h
ich

m
ean

s
you

can
visit

B
ow
n
ess

an
d
W
aterh

ead
n
ear

A
m
bleside

w
ith
ou
t
h
avin

g
to
get

in
to
you

r
car.

If
train

travel
is
you

r
th
in
g

you
’re
in
lu
ck
too

–
again

ju
st
a

m
in
u
te
from

reception
you

can
catch

a
steam

train
cou

rtesy
of

th
e
L
akeside

an
d
H
averth

w
aite

railw
ay
or
if
you

prefer
to
take

to
tw
o
w
h
eels

th
ere’s

bike
h
ire.

W
e
set

off
on
foot

for
G
u
m
m
er’s

H
ow
,a
fam

ou
s

view
poin

t
opposite

th
e
h
otel

w
h
ich

alth
ou
gh
ju
st
1,000ft

in
h
eigh

t
com

m
an
ds
m
arvellou

s
view

s
in
every

direction
from

th
e
len
gth

of
th
e
lake

over
to

M
orecam

be
B
ay
an
d
th
e

P
en
n
in
es.

E
ven

th
e
k
ids,n

ever
en
tirely

convin
ced

of
th
e
m
erits

of
a

bracin
g
w
alk

u
n
less

th
ere’s

an
ice

cream
at
th
e
en
d
of
it,w

ere
im
pressed.
B
ack

at
th
e
h
otel

w
e
relaxed

sore
m
u
scles

in
th
e
spa,

ch
eck

in
g
ou
t
both

th
e
sau

n
a
an
d

steam
room

s,jacu
zzi
an
d
th
e

pool
before

tak
in
g
coffee

in
th
e

con
servatory

an
d
feastin

g
ou
r

eyes
on
a
L
akelan

d
w
in
ter

su
n
set.
T
h
ere

are
a
n
u
m
ber

of
din
in
g

option
s
at
th
e
L
akeside,from

th
e

ligh
t
an
d
con

tem
porary

R
u
sk
in

B
rasserie

to
th
e
m
ore

form
al
tw
o

A
A
R
osette

L
akeview

.W
e
ch
ose

to
m
ake

an
occasion

of
it
in
th
e

latter
an
d
w
eren

’t
disappoin

ted
w
ith

a
m
en
u
in
spired

by
local

in
gredien

ts
an
d
w
h
ich

offered
both

th
e
differen

t
–
I
h
ad

cau
liflow

er
risotto

–
alon

gside
m
ore

fam
iliar

dish
es
su
ch
as

ven
ison

or
sirloin

steak
.

It
w
as
on
e
of
th
e
best

m
eals

I’ve
h
ad
an
d
again

th
e
staff

w
ere

at
pain

s
to
in
clu
de
th
e
ch
ildren

in
w
h
at
w
as
a
fin
e
din
in
g

experien
ce,explain

in
g
dish

es
an
d
m
ak
in
g
su
re
everyon

e
w
as

h
appy

w
ith

th
eir

ch
oice.

A
n
d
to
fin
ish
?
T
ea
from

a
silver

teapot
in
fron

t
of
a
log

fire
in
th
e
sn
u
g.

T
h
e
n
ext

m
orn

in
g
w
e

u
n
derstood

w
h
y
w
e
h
ad
been

given
D
on
ald

as
gu
ests

w
ere

invited
to
take

part
in
th
e

m
orn

in
g
ritu

al
of
feedin

g
h
is

real
life

ch
u
m
s
w
h
o
com

e
w
addlin

g
ash

ore
at
11am

each
day

secu
re
in
th
e
k
n
ow
ledge

of
a

gu
aran

teed
m
eal.

T
h
ere

w
as
ju
st
tim

e
to
look

arou
n
d
n
earby

N
ew
by
B
ridge

an
d
a
stroll

alon
gside

th
e
R
iver

L
even

–
th
e
five

arch
ed
ston

e
bridge

th
at
gives

th
e
village

its
n
am
e
passes

over
it
–
before

w
e

h
ad
to
leave.

“C
an
w
e
brin

g
D
on
ald

h
om
e

w
ith

u
s?”

asked
th
e
10-year-old.I

en
qu
ired

at
th
e
h
otel

reception
to
be
told

h
e
w
as
ou
rs
–
a
little

m
em
en
to
of
ou
r
stay.

S
om
eth
in
g
tells

m
e
w
e’ll

be
back

to
reu

n
ite
h
im
w
ith

h
is

feath
ered

frien
ds
soon

.

READERS’OFFER
L
A
K
E
SID
E
H
otel,N

ew
by

B
ridge,C

um
bria.

w
w
w
.L
akesidehotel.co.uk

tel:015395
30001.

T
he
L
akeside

H
otelhas

team
ed
up
w
ith
the

L
iverpoolE

C
H
O
to
offer

exclusive
online

discounts
available

to
E
C
H
O
readers.

R
oom

s
are

available
from

£75
per

person,per
night

to
include

bed
and

fullE
nglish

breakfast.U
sualroom

rate
£135pp

per
night.

E
nter

w
w
w
.L
akeside

hotel.co.uk/echo
and

follow
the

instructions
on
the

page
to
book

your
room

.
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